Butterflies & Moths of
the Shropshire Commons

Jenny Joy & Mike Williams
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Our Common Cause: Our Upland Commons
Shropshire Hills

A three-year, £3m, 25-partner project helping to secure the future of upland
commons in Dartmoor, the Lake District, Yorkshire Dales and Shropshire Hills.

Led by the Foundation for Common Land.
The project has been made possible by funding from National Lottery players,

grants from Esmeée Fairbairn and Garfield Weston Foundations and locally the
Millichope Foundation among others
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« To undertake a baseline survey to identify the presence and
habitat preferences for key butterflies and moths

 To produce habitat recommendations and engage with land
managers and commoners to trial their effectiveness

 To involve the local community in the above, produce
Interpretative material and support the development of local
volunteer groups to carry forward the work beyond the life of
the project




Butterfly and Moth Festival 2022

A series of events throughout the summer aimed at: Zee “
e Celebrating our butterfly and moth heritage

. : : : o
« Helping people to identify species found on our upland commons

« Encouraging people to search out some of the key species and record
what they see

* Programme includes guided butterfly walks, ID workshops, moth w

mornings, and training in recording .
https://foundationforcommonland.org.uk/news/butterfly-
and-moth-f8stival-2022 ~
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https://foundationforcommonland.org.uk/news/butterfly-and-moth-festival-2022

Butterflies are in serious trouble!!

72% of British butterfly species decreased in
distribution between 1970-82 and 1995-2004

Habitat specialists Wider countryside species
93% spp. decreased 56% spp. decreased




Reasons for Decline

» Loss and fragmentation of Habitat

» Intensification of agriculture

 Changes In woodland management

» Climate Change

 Impact on Metapopulations

 Research has shown that butterflies and moths
survive better in well connected landscapes —
the bigger the better — and this is what underpins
our approach to conservation in the West
Midlands region
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STIPERSTONES, LONG MYND AND STRETTON LEPIDOPTERA PRIORITIES

Butte i i i
Consen:"vyatlon West Midlands Regional Conservation Strategy
HIGH PRIORITY BUTTERFLIES

Grayling
Maintain open, sparse vegetation with abundant fine-leaved grasses (e.g. Sheep’s Fescue, Red Fescue, Bristie
Bent, Early Hair-grass) and plenty of bare ground. In beathland, cut or bum heather an 5-30 year rotation.

: Ground disturbance can restore or re-cregte suitable habitat,

Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary
Maintain medium height swards with abundant violets in damp
grassiand, fushes, moorland (often Marsh Violet); Bracken/grass
mosaics, scrub edge (often Common Dog-violet), In woodland,
maintain cortinuty of flower-rich, sunny dearings/rides with damp
sofls and lush vegetation.

Dingy Skipper
Mantain sparse grasshand swards with abundant Common
Bird's-foot-trefol (or Horseshoe Vetch, Greater Common
Bard's-foot-trefoll), some tall vagetation and bare ground.
Avaid heavy late spring/early summer grazing.

wall
Maintain short, sparse, well-drained, unimproved  swards with
abundant Tor-grass, False Brome, Cack's-foot, bents, Wavy
Hair-grass or Yorkshire-fog and some broken oe stony turf in 2
chak and limestone grassland, coastal grasslandgs, underdifts, |
moorland, dsused quarries or brownfiedds. 'F

Dark Green Fritillary
Maintain medium height swards with abundant wolets in chalk and
limestone grassland {with scrub patches); damp grassland, flushes and
meorand; dry species-rich moorand (Scotfand); Bracken/grass masaics,
sorub edges; coastal grasslands, dunes and scrub,

HIGH PRIORITY MOTHS

Forester
Maintain open, tall vegetation, with abundant Common smmmgg_gnm nectar sources in chalk and
imestone grassland, damp grassland, heathland, brackland, sand dunes, woodland or dearings, Avokd heavy

summer grazing. Ground disturbance {e.g. rotoyabion) can hefp restore suable h

in some situations.

Codland, maintain continuity of abundant small (c.3m height), young birch in sunny conditions through
manngmmt.lndvadaMh&ﬂ\hM,MnmnohmdmthMw&ofwwmeqm

Avoxd heawy grazing, extanswe heathes burning and excessive 3 R K f = Key Sites
1 2. 3 4km Butterfly Conservation Regional Conservation
Strategies and Priority Species Factsheets can be
N mnmmnm England 100022021 (2519) found at www.butterfly-conservation.org




What are the key species found —
Butterflies

Green Hairstreak

Grayling

Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary
Dark Green Fritillary
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What are the key species - Moths

 Emperor Moth
* Burnet Moths
* Forester

« Argent & Sable
« Wood Tiger

* Northern Rustic, Glaucous Shears, Light Knot Grass, Confused +
micros







* Found on all three commons

* Flies early in year — May/June

* Associated with scrub — often found around
Gorse or Hawthorn

 Caterplillar foodplants include Bilberry, Gorse
and Broom

* Wingspan 27-34mm

 Because of small size, colour and behaviour
under-recorded




Stiperstones Common
’ .

Post -2000 records

°
©  Pre-2000 records
o

Plant records
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{Green Hairstreak
= = Main larval foodplants
%\ Natural England Priority Habitats
= Blanket bog
¥

Coastal and floodplain grazing marsh
Deciduous woodland
Fragmented heath
Good quality semi-improved grassland
Grass moorland
Lowland calcareous grassland
Lowland dry acid grassland
Lowland fens
Lowland heathland
Lowland meadows
No main habitat but additional habitats present
Purple moor grass and rush pastures
_ Reedbeds
Traditional orchard
Upland cakareous grassiand
B Upland flushes, fens and swamps
o ' | / Upland hay meadow
® 75 ® : : 2 \ Upland heathland

Compiled for “Our Common Cause”: May 2019









Emperor Moth attracted to pheromone lure
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Green Hairstreak and Emperor Moth Walks

e Stiperstones — Wed, 18" May
* Clee Liberty — Wed, 251" May
e Long Mynd — Thurs, 18" June
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Join the Bog Squad

* \Wetland search for Small Pearl-bordered
Fritillary

e Fri, 17t June at The Knolls car park,
Stiperstones

 Wear suitable footwear
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rayling records — Long Mynd

Long Mynd Common

W

Post -2000 records

Pre -2000 records

Plant records

o O o

Grayling
All Agrostis & Festuca spp.

Natural England Priority Habitats

Blanket bog
Coastal and floodplain grazing marsh
Deciduous woodiand
Fragmented heath
Good quality semi-improved grassland
Grass moorland

Lowland calcareous grassland

Lowland dry acid grasskand
| Lowland fens
Lowland heathland
Lowland meadows
No main habitat but additional habitats present

Purple moor grass and rush pastures
| Reedbeds
| Traditional orchard
Upland cakareous grassland
Upland flushes, fens and swamps
Upland hay meadow
Upland heathland

Compiled for "Our Common Cause”: May 2019



Grayling Hunt 2022

Sat, 16" July — 12 noon in Rectory Field car park
iIn Church Stretton. Walking up through
Townbrook Valley.




Dark Green Fritillar
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Moths of the Shropshire Commons

* Much less known as many are nocturnal and best recorded through
light trapping

« Far more of them — only around 40 butterflies in all of the West
Midlands compared to some 1700 species of moths recorded this

century
« Some are very small and difficult to ID
« Some day-flying species which are well worth looking out for




Burnet Moths






White-letter Hairstreak
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Small Heath

Small Copper




Butterfly identification — not hard
 Fri, 15t July Butterfly ID Workshop

10.30am at All Stretton Village Hall s
Classroom session in the morning
Afternoon butterfly walk
Bring a packed lunch
Teas & gKoffees orovided
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Small White

Large White
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BUTTERFLIES

OF THE WEST MIDLANDS

Birmingham & the Black Country, Herefordshire,
Shropshire, Staffordshire and Worcestershire

Edited by
lan Duncan, Peter Seal, Jahn Tilt, Roger Wasley and Mike Williams




g < Butterfly
Conservation

SHROPSHIRE

FIND OUT HOW YOU CAN HELP SAVE
OUR WONDERFUL BUTTERFLIES

South Shropshire, most of which W™ m—
folls within tha Shropshire Mills o —— '
Area of Quistanding Natural ’
Baouly, atraiches from the Waelah
border in the west 1o the rugged
Clee Hills in the east. It includes

o range of hobitats which support '
a waealth of butterfiies including
some thot are now rare in other
parts of Britoin

This leaflet provides information »
about the butterflies that occur,
how to identify tham und whan
and wheee 16 18 them

BUTTERFLIES OF ¢

B9SOUTH SHROPSHIRE - =




How you can help

« Come along to some of our Festival events (copies of the programme
available)

« Help us to better record the 3 commons (download the IRecord app to
your phone)

« Undertake targeted searches for key species

« Take part in our Photographic Competition (closing date — 30" Sept,.
entry forms now available)
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Bare rocks/scree = Grayling Rush Pasture = Small Pearl-
Bordered Fritillary




Gorse = Green Hairstreak Sunny bracken slopes =
Dark Green Fritillary
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Any Questions

S0, WHERE DO YOU
SEE YOURSELF
IN THE NEXT
FIVE WEEKS?
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